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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1.   Water Connections Week 30 April – 1 May 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Next week is Water Connections Week!

Since 2004, qldwater has hosted a four-day intensive tour visiting eight remote and regional councils. Until 2011, the event’s primary focus was on touring water, sewerage and treatment plant infrastructure and helping to plan future water infrastructure and management needs within each council region. During the six years, qldwater has conducted more than 50 visits throughout the program.

The aim of the tour is to provide valuable face-to-face opportunities for remote and regional Service Providers to gain access to up-to-date technical and policy information from water specialists and government representatives.  Seeking opportunities for regional collaboration amongst service providers is another desired outcome.

The tour also provides first-hand opportunities for tour participants to explore and understand issues facing remote and regional communities. Past participants have used the opportunity to discuss current issues and ongoing directions for the industry.

In 2012 the Water Connections Week heads back to North Queensland to visit some new councils and a couple that have been visited in previous years. The week will include a regional mini-conference on the first and last days as well as two regional finals for the Best of the Best Water Taste Test.

2012 Itinerary 

Day 1. Monday 30/4/2012 – Longreach – CQ West taste test and mini-conference. 

Day 2. Tuesday 1/5/2012 – Croydon and Etheridge Water Connections Tour. 

Day 3. Wednesday 2/5/2012 – Cook and Wujal Wujal Water Connections Tour. 

Day 4. Thursday 3/5/2012 – Cassowary Coast and Burdekin Water Connections Tour.

Day 5. Friday 4/5/2012 – Whitsunday - NQ taste test and mini-conference.

Please visit http://www.qldwater.com.au/Water_Taste_Test for links to register for the Longreach conference on 30 April or the Bowen conference on 4 May.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2.   Technical Reference Group Discussion Topics – from 20 April Meeting 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
(Please note, when dealing with new policy, legislation and other matters, information can become out of date very quickly.  qldwater is happy to provide current information on any topics.) 

The topics discussed at the TRG Meeting in Brisbane on 20 April included:

Total Water Cycle Management Plans

Recycled Water Management Plans

Demand Management Fact Sheet

Queensland Water Regional Alliance Program

New Government Announcements and Briefings

Communications Activities

TRG Topics from Mini-Conferences

Skills

Future promotional campaign (extension of Best of the Best Water Taste Test)

Trade Waste

ERA 63

SWIMLocal

Technical Presentation – Cairns Water and Waste Department

The summary information is available by following the link at the TRG page http://www.qldwater.com.au/TRG and entering your qldwater username and password.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3.   Queensland Health Fluoridation Procedure – Maintenance of Fluoride Ion Selective Electrodes

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Queensland Health Scientific Services has released a new procedure to help operators clean and preserve sensors used as part of the fluoridation dosing and monitoring process.  It is available on the Fluoridation page on our website -http://www.qldwater.com.au/fluoridation. 

Thanks to Dr Henry Olszowy for preparing this practical procedure.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
4.   IPWEAQ Excellence Awards 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The IPWEAQ Excellence Awards recognises and rewards practitioners within local government and public works who achieve innovation and best practice. 

IPWEAQ members from councils and organisations are invited to nominate people and projects in the various categories and be a part of this prestigious awards gala dinner event.  

qldwater is again sponsoring the Water Awards in the following categories:
Water, Waste Water, Sewerage and Drought Management (sponsored by Queensland Water Directorate)  
· Projects over $10 million

· Projects $5 million to $10 million

· Projects $1 million to $5 million

· Projects under $1 million (assistance with Nomination is available)

· Innovation and/or Introduction of New and/or Improved Techniques

For more details including formats for submissions on the Excellence Awards and details on People and Project Awards, please website http://www.ipwea.org.au/Queensland/Education/AwardsScholarships/ or email cwarne@ipweaq.asn.au 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
5.   Scholarships Now Open – IWC Water Leadership Program 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Scholarships for the 2012/13 round of the IWC Water Leadership Program

 HYPERLINK "http://www.watercentre.org/education/leadership"  are now open. Applications can be made on-line until 30 June 2012. The next program will begin in December 2012.
Designed for emerging water leaders at the project to middle management level, this program is customised for the water sector through sound research and collaboration with experienced industry practitioners.
The program helps emerging leaders to develop the abilities they need to exert influence, drive change and advance challenging integrated water management projects — abilities associated with the most effective integrated water management leaders.
 

Several full ($10,000), half ($5,000) and quarter ($2,500) merit-based scholarships are available in 2012. Scholarships are currently only available to Australian citizens and permanent residents of Australia.
· Program brochure 
· More about the scholarships 
· Apply now 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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